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BUILDINGS

Among the maps that most likely and fully reflect the building layout of the 
Piaski settlement from the pre-partition period, the 1803 plan is worth mentioning. 
As mentioned earlier, it served as a regulatory plan for D. Gilly’s plan (fig. 6). In ad-
dition to the ownership division, it also shows the building layout. However, it does 
not show the entire settlement; a section of the southern part is cropped out. The 
rest can be seen on the Rosler and Gotzheim plan from 1862. Although it was cre-
ated much later, it was included here because, as in other settlements located in the 
so-called lower town zone near the Warta River and its floodplains, the buildings 
had changed little until the second half of the 19th century. The plan shown below 
shows the building layout, along with reconstructed 18th-century plots, on a mod-
ern ownership plan (fig. 20).

Fig. 20. Buildings of the Piaski Settlement with reconstructed plots shown  
on a plan of contemporary ownership division  

[author’s compilation]
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TERRAIN

The basis for reconstructing the terrain of the historic 18th-century settlement of 
Piaski is the current appearance of the study area, recorded as a system of contour 
lines, along with marked historical buildings and their elevations (fig. 21).

Fig. 21. Current terrain of the historic Piaski area. The elevations of the historic buildings 
preserved to the present day are marked on the plan  

[author’s compilation]

Another essential element of this analysis is the no longer existing water system, 
along with its elevational coordinates, which historically formed the compositional 
and spatial framework of Piaski (fig. 22).
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Fig. 22. Water system with elevational elevations surrounding the Settlement of Piaski  
in the 18th century  

[author’s compilation]
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The final item is maps from the turn of the 18th and 19th centuries, illustrating 
the terrain. Of the many maps, the most relevant is a Prussian map by an unknown 
author from 1820 (fig. 23), which quite precisely reflects the existing relief in line 
form.

Fig. 23. Fragment of a Prussian plan from 1820, by an unknown author  
[D. Książkiewicz-Bartkowiak, „Plans of Poznań”, first edition,  

City Publishing House, Poznań 2010]

A comparative analysis of the maps presented here allows us to conclude that, 
aside from the filling of the surrounding watercourses, this area has changed lit-
tle in shape and elevation. It is largely flat, with a very slight slope eastward to the 
Warta River. The lack of significant changes in this regard is confirmed by the pre-
served historical buildings of the Bernardine Church and the Transfiguration of Our 
Lord, which are entered from the current ground level. Only the Corpus Christi 
Church is lower than the current ground level by approximately 1 meter. This is be-
cause the earthen ramparts of the Prussian fortifications of the Poznań Fortress ran 
along the southern side, and the entire area south of the church was raised several 
meters by the scattering of fortification ramparts. This is a trace and remnant of 
these fortifications.
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Taking into account the conditions presented in this analysis, a preliminary de-
termination of the terrain in the 18th century was made (fig. 24).

Fig. 24. Preliminary determination of the terrain of the historic Piaski area  
[author’s compilation]

Based on this, a map was prepared showing the probable terrain of the Piaski set-
tlement in the 18th century (fig. 25).

Fig. 25. Terrain of the Piaski Settlement area in the 18th century  
[author’s compilation]
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For a more complete picture of the settlement, it is worth adding the plots and 
associated buildings to the terrain (fig. 26).

Fig. 26. Terrain lay with buildings of the Piaski Settlement  
[author’s compilation]

GREENERY

In the area of ​​the historic settlement of Piaski, there was no significant or dis-
tinctive greenery in public spaces. This is evident in the engravings of J. Minutoli, 
K.W. Kielisiński, and K. Alberti from the first half of the 19th century. Trees oc-
curred primarily in home gardens and the gardens of monasteries: the Jesuits, the 
Bernardines, the Bernardine Sisters, and the Calced Carmelites. The only distin-
guishing feature was the avenue of trees leading to Corpus Christi Church from the 
north (it still exists today). Among the greenery in public spaces in the Piaski area, 
noteworthy were the one growing in the Poznań cemetery on what is now Za Braką 
Street, and the trees and shrubs along the watercourses surrounding the settlement. 
However, this greenery was not structured and did not occupy any significant area. 
What was distinctive about the greenery in Piaski was its overall impact, creating 
a harmonious whole with the buildings and the surrounding water. And this was its 
undeniable value. The probable layout of the greenery in the Piaski settlement zone 
is shown on the adjacent plan (fig. 27).
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Fig. 27. Ownership division of buildings and greenery in the area of the Piaski Settlement 
[author’s composition] 

Finally, it is worth presenting the results of the analyses conducted here in the 
form of visualizations, depicting the spatial and natural layout of the island and its 
context related to the immediate vicinity of the chartered city. This example illus-
trates how most settlements in the Poznań conurbation, including Piaski, built their 
individuality and uniqueness thanks to the surrounding nature, and the positive ef-
fects achieved in both the internal space and the surrounding landscape (fig. 28-36).

The visualizations presented here are not, it should be emphasized, a true repre-
sentation of the analyzed settlement structure of Piaski. The paucity of iconographic 
material prevents this. The images of the site presented here have been interpreted 
by the author based on the scholarly works presented in this chapter and the few 
historical photographs and engravings. The aim of this study was to convey the at-
mosphere and character of the site to the extent possible, in order to depict the land-
scape of old Poznań as fully as possible.
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Fig. 28. Main area of the Rybaki Settlement, currently Rybaki Street. View from the south.  
In the distance, the tower of the now non-existent collegiate and Parish church is visible  

[author's compilation]

Fig. 29. Main area of the Rybaki Settlement, currently Rybaki Street. View from the south 
[author's compilation]
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Fig. 30. Main area of the Czapniki Settlement, currently Strzelecka Street.  
View from the south towards the incorporated town  

[author's compilation]

Fig. 31. Main area of the Czapniki Settlement, view towards the west.  
Straight ahead is a mill called Czapnik, located on a stream called Noteć  

[author's compilation]
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Fig. 32. Street connecting the Czapniki Settlement with Osa Gaski  
(currently Zielona Street). View towards the east  

[author's compilation]

Fig. 33. View of the eastern part of the Gaski Settlement.  
In the foreground is the so-called Fisherman’s House, which still exists today  

[author's compilation]
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Fig. 34. A bird’s-eye panorama showing the entire Piaski site, view from the east  
[author's compilation] 

Fig. 35. View of the entire Piaski area from the west.  
The Rybaki Settlement is visible in the background  

[author's compilation] 

Fig. 36. View of the entire Piaski area from the south  
[author's compilation]
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PIASKI

Streszczenie

Niniejsze opracowanie jest elementem całościowej analizy przestrzennej historycznego 
obszaru Poznania kształtowanego do końca XVIII w. W tamtym czasie w skład dawnego 
miasta wchodziło 28 jednostek osadniczych tworzących charakterystyczny wianuszek ota-
czający historyczny Poznań. W tym artykule zajęto się zespołem osadniczym położonym 
na wyspie znajdującej się na południe od miasta lokacyjnego. Obszar ten nazywany był 
Piaskami. Na jednej z wysp położonych na południe od Poznania rozlokowane były Piaski. 
W przeszłości nazwy tej używano dla określenia zarówno zabudowań, jak i obszaru wy-
spy. W skład Piasków wchodziły trzy główne osady: Gaski, Czapniki i Rybaki (pod red. 
J. Topolskiego, Dzieje Poznania, t. I, cz. I; A. Gąsiorowski, Późnośredniowieczna konur-
bacja poznańska, PWN, Warszawa, Poznań 1988, s. 226-228). Wraz z innymi strukturami 
osadniczymi Poznania tworzyły one charakterystyczny wianuszek bezpośrednio otacza-
jący główne miasto lokacyjne – Poznań. Wyspę otaczały nurty trzech cieków wodnych: 
Strugi Karmelickiej (Kamionki), Noteci oraz odnogi Warty. Noteć opływała Piaski od za-
chodu i północy, Struga Karmelicka – od południa, natomiast odnoga Warty otaczała wy-
spę od wschodu.

Słowa kluczowe: Gaski, Czapniki, Rybaki


